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Elizabeth Farnese's son received the kingdom of the Two Sicilies, thereby
placing in southern Italy a Bourbon dynasty which remained there until the
nineteenth century; and Sardinia obtained a valuable rectification of her
frontiers. Parma and Piacenza were restored to the Emperor, and were be-
stowed upon the dispossessed Duke of Lorraine, who in 1736 married his daughter
Maria Theresa. The definitive treaty (the Third Treaty of Vienna) was signed
in 1738. Not for nothing had Walpole boasted to Caroline in 1734 : " Madame,
there are fifty thousand men slain this year in Europe, and not one Englishman."

While the Powers fought out the question of the succession to the Polish
throne Walpole experienced a trying time at home. In February 1733 he rose
in his place in the Commons to move that the House should go into committee
" to consider of the most proper methods for the better security and improvement
of the duties and revenues already charged upon and payable from tobacco
and wines." The opposition shrieked their disapproval of this excise scheme.
It was, opposition members said, a veiled attempt to undermine the sacred
liberties of the British people. The Englishman had proudly regarded his
home as his castle ; but the excisemen required to operate the pernicious scheme
proposed by Walpole would invade that castle armed with a government
warrant; and the people were warned that there would be a return to those
execrable methods which the collectors of the poll-tax had employed towards
the daughters of free-born Englishmen in Wat Tyler's day.

George was whole-heartedly in favour of the Excise Bill. Walpole had
persuaded him that his scheme would increase the revenue and lower duties,
check smuggling and fraud, and enhance the Port of London's commercial
importance. The Prince of Wales, on the other hand, was an " opposition
man; " and he delighted to walk in the streets and applaud the shouts of
" no slavery, no excise, no wooden shoes." Once again Walpole bowed to the
storm of popular disapproval. In April he told his ministerial friends with a
good deal of sadness (for he was convinced of the soundness of his proposals)
that " this dance, it will no further go ; " and on the following day he informed
the Commons that the government had decided not to proceed with the Excise
Bill.

A quarrel between George and his eldest son was Walpole's next problem.
Frederick was annoyed that a husband (William IV. of Orange) had been found for
his sister Anne before he was provided with a wife ; and egged on by his politician
friends, who were the chief opponents to Walpole's government, the prince
confronted his father with three demands. He must be given an income suit-
able for his position as heir to the throne ; he must be provided with a wife ;
and he must be given a regiment and allowed to serve with it on the Rhine.
George was prepared to concede the first two demands on an undertaking by
the prince that he would in the future treat his mother more courteously ; but